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CELEBRATORY ATTIRE

Beguiling Japanese aesthetics: Attire born of the love of panache
the Pola Research Institute of Beauty & Culture 40th Anniversary Special Exhibition

This is the 40th Anniversary Exhibit of the Pola Research Institute which, taking “Cosmetics,” “Women,”
and “Aesthetics” as its key words, researches the culture of cosmetics.

The “attire” which adorns our gallery this New Year fraces its pedigree to the beguiling Japanese aesthetics
that flowered during the Edo period. Applying casmetics was not something saved for weddings or
other ceremonial events, but was a part of daily life which it can easily be imagined a woman palpa-
bly thrilled to —however simple anapplication.

Women whitened their face, drew on eyebrows, put on rouge, and the implements and accessories they used
colored such moments of bliss. Woodblock prints afford glimpses of the stylish customs of those times of old,
and of auspicious designs, loved for their serendipity and the good fortune they brought. Times may change,
but that fundamental spirit and those sensibilities that delight in visual beauty breath even today in how
we outfit ourselves.

Japaneseness is presented here at its most gorgeous,fully manifested in the four themes of “Marriage,”
“Coming of Age,” “Finery,” and “Auspicious Designs.” We trust you will enjoy the exhibition.
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the Pola Research Institute of Beauty & Culture

Since its founding in 1976, the Pola Research Institute of Beauty & Culture has researched cosmet-
ics with the key words of “Cosmetics,” “Women,” and “Aesthetics.” Our wide-ranging research
covers the history of cosmetics in Europe and Asia, fashions and customs throughout history, and
ideas of feminine beauty. This research is presented to the world in the form of books, articles and
survey reports, or as exhibits. Our collection of cosmetics implements and accessories comprises
6,500 items, and we have a library of 15,000 volumes. The Pola Cosmetic Culture Archives allow people
to see or read these materials, and also provides other information services.

URL: http://www.po-holdings.co.jp/csr/culture/bunken/
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